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 I love Christmas.  I always have.  I love giving gifts.  
When I was a kid, I could not wait for people to open pre-
sents, so I would find stuff (cookies, old toys and general 
Ƨǳƴƪύ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻƭŘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
stocking on Christmas Eve (I would then urge my brother 
to go and get the awesome stuff from his stocking).  It 
really does feel great to give.  Thanks to the generosity of a 
variety of people reading this newsletter, CHAT is able to 
provide real gifts (not like the junk I gave my brother) for 
about 100 kids involved in our program. 

   All of you understand how wonderful it is to give.  
You do it all the time.  This Christmas season, however, I 
want you to receive a gift from CHAT.  This is when I tell 
you a check has been sent to you for a million dollars.  If 
ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŜŎƪΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǎƘ ƛǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘΦ  Lƴπ
stead, the kids in CHAT remind me of the right way to re-
ceive a gift.  Their attitude in gift-receiving offers sound 
advice and a gift to us all.    When the kids write their 

Christmas lists, they are filled with excitement and antici-
pation.  You can see it in the frantic way they scribble the 
words on the paper.  And when we deliver the gifts, they 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά²ƘƻŀΗ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƎƛŦǘ ƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻƻ ƴƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƳŜΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  bƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƳƛƭŜ ƻǊ ǎǉǳŜŀƭ 
and get to the task of enjoying the gift.  You see, we have 
gotten very confused about the focus of Christmas.  True, 
Christmas is not about materialism and possessions.  But it 
is not about gift-giving either.  Christmas is about gift-
receiving.  The God of the Universe sent the most extrava-
gant gift imaginable, His only Son.  This is what we cele-
brate.  We are excited.  We are anticipating.  We are ex-
pecting to receive a gift we neither deserve nor can ever 
repay.  So, take a lesson from the CHAT kids this year and 
enjoy the gift you have been given on December 25th.  
!ƴŘΧ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƛŦǘǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎΦ             

Percy Strickland τ Founder and CEO 

BLUE SKY FUND  for partnering with CHAT to provide an outdoor education club, including rock 

climbing at Peak Experience and backpacking at False Cape State Park. 

RHONDA DUNBAR, a special ed teacher, for her many volunteer hours at the CHA. 

NEW HANOVER PRES for organizing òOperation Drum-

stickó providing 15 CHAT families with a delicious thanksgiv-

ing meal. 

REDEMPTION HILL and the many volunteers who served 

250+ people at CHATõs annual neighborhood Thanksgiving 

and Halloween parties. 

ALEXANDRA SPITZER and COLLEGIATE for sponsor-

ing a second annual Pumpkin Patch trip. 

ED and DEBBY READ and CMDA for organizing another UTURN sports and games night. 

To the 60+ VOLUNTEERS who serve regularly at CHAT tutoring, life skills classes, and Bible Studies.  
Check out ways to donate online at 

www.chatrichmond.org/donate.  Contact 

chris.whiting@chatrichmond.org with questions. 

CHATõs Christmas Wish List 

Halloween 2009Halloween 2009Halloween 2009   

Staff Financial Support 

Stamps 

Bagless Vacuums 

Tools for Nehemiahõs Workshop 

Volunteer tutors 

Service Teams 

Laptop Computers 

Office Supplies 

Merry Christmas! 

From Santa, his elf, 

and Dashawna! 

SPECIAL THANKSSPECIAL THANKSSPECIAL THANKS   


