
 

ñThanks..., no really, thank youòñThanks..., no really, thank youòñThanks..., no really, thank youò   
 I was blindsided by these words just a few days after 
Thanksgiving.  They came from the most unlikely place, my 
17 year old son Tamon.  Through the midst of the season 
and taking stock of all the things that have happened in his 
life, he decided to stop for a moment and say ôThanksõ.  
However, he didnõt want me to get the impression that he 
was doing this out of the mere formality of saying ôthank 
youõ.  He says those words all the time.  So, he added the ôé
no really, thank youõ with a very serious look on his face to 
bring the point home.  When someone does something for 
us, we usually respond automatically with those words.  How-
ever, my son taught me a lesson in true gratitude.  I have real-
ized that my ôthank youõ can often be a mere formality.  You 
see, we are scared to offer authentic gratitude, because a real 
ôthank youõ assumes a real ôneedõ.  My son wanted me to un-
derstand that I had done things for him that he would never 
be capable of doing by himself.  He had real ôneedsõ that I had  
 

met.  In the same fashion, all of us at CHAT want to say, 
òThanksé no really, thank you!ó  We confess that without 
you none of this would be possible.  Without your financial 
investments, we would never be able to take these kids on 
trips and offer them a glimpse of worlds they have never en-
countered.  Without the investment of your time, we would 
never be able to have one on one tutoring with so many kids.  
Without your prayers, we would never be able to get through 
to kids hardened by the streets of Richmond.  Yet, year after 
year, we do all of these things.  And it is because of you.  In 
my heart, I would love to take credit for all of this and just 
offer you the usual ôthank youõ.  However, I am going to fol-
low my sonõs example and be honest.  So, from all of us at 
CHAT, òThanksé no really, thank you!ó 
    
  Percy Strickland 
  Founder and CEO 
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SPECIAL THANKS 

Ed and Debby Read and MCV CMDA for organizing a   

youth event for CHAT at UTurn.  

Alexandra Spitzer for sponsoring a trip for the Little 

Tykes to the Pumpkin Patch.  

Mark Newlen and the 

Collegiate middle school 

tennis team for hosting a 

CHAT group for lessons.  

Volunteers for CHATõs 

Thanksgiving Party who served turkey and the fixings to over 250 people.  

Volunteers who came to tutor and serve CHATõs 50 youth each week during the 

Fall 2008 season.  

An Unexpected Gift 

Celebrating  Celebrating  Celebrating  
the Holidays  the Holidays  the Holidays  

at CHATat CHATat CHAT   

At tutoring a 6 year old student came up to me with a dollar in 
�K�L�V���K�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G���´�&�K�U�L�V���W�K�L�V���L�V���I�R�U���\�R�X���µ  �,���D�V�N�H�G���K�L�P�����´�:�K�H�U�H��
�G�L�G���\�R�X���I�L�Q�G���W�K�L�V�"�µ���D�V�V�X�P�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���G�R�O�O�D�U���P�X�V�W���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���Q�R�W���E�H���K�L�V��
�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���I�R�X�Q�G���L�W���O�\�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���6�W�U�L�F�N�O�D�Q�G�·�V��
house.  He said it was his and so I told him to keep it for him-
self.  �+�H���U�H�S�O�L�H�G�����´�&�K�U�L�V���W�K�L�V���L�V���P�\���G�R�O�O�D�U���E�X�W���,���Z�D�Q�W���\�R�X���W�R���K�D�Y�H��
�L�W���I�R�U���E�H�L�Q�J���P�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G���µ  Although of seemingly small value, this 
gift that I had a hard time receiving was of incredible worth.  
This small act was a reminder of just how much tutoring and 
activities are valued here at CHAT.                                         
 Chris Whiting - Executive Director  
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