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   CHAT is getting ready for a summer full of ground-breaking activity!  In addition to the tradi-

tional summer reward trips, internships, and academic tutoring, CHAT is integrating its first ever 

Summer Day Camp into this yearõs schedule.  The Summer Day Camp will run for eight weeks, 

serve 50 youth in K ð 8th grade, and provide additional work opportunities for up to ten high 

school youth.  The camp will utilize other great local organizations and include afternoon exercise 

in the city parks with the Blue Sky Fund, weekly trips to the Bill Robinson Theatre for dance 

lessons, and expeditions to Shalom Farms for training on farming and nutrition.  Also for the 

first time ever, CHATõs high school, Church Hill Academy, will offer summer school classes.  

Students will be able to participate in classes like a Spanish elective or a biology lab to stimulate 

learning all summer long. 

   To prepare for the increase in summer activity, CHAT has been working hard to identify and 

select interns for the summer programs.  CHAT was overwhelmed by the amount of applications 

received for the college summer internship and accepted twelve students in the internship.  In 

addition, CHATõs own middle and high school students are competing for positions as òStreet 

Leadersó at the Day Camp and CHATõs busi-

ness program.  A record 25 middle and high 

school students have applied and interviewed to work with CHAT this summer. 

   The summer ahead marks a new era in CHATõs life as we engage record numbers of youth 

at our Day Camp and expand our college and high school internships.  As always this work 

would not get done without the significant investment of CHATõs staff, interns, volunteers, 

and financial partners.  Thank you for being a part of this ministry and we hope you can share 

in our excitement about this summer!  - Chris Whiting, Executive Director 

This May, CHAT had the unique opportunity to partner with Snag-A-Job.com, an online employment website headquar-

tered here in Richmond, VA, to prepare CHATõs middle and high school students for their interviews.  25 students attended 

our trip to SnagAJob to build online profiles, work on resumes, and participate 

in mock interviews with SnagAJob employees.  CHAT also used SnagAJob of-

fice space to conduct the interviews and had SnagAJob employees on the inter-

viewing panel.  The youth all wore their òSunday Best,ó acted with much pro-

fessionalism, spoke of how CHAT has impacted their lives and shared why 

they desire to be a CHAT intern.  CHAT is grateful for SnagAJob and their 

efforts to open their doors and prepare our youth with job searching skills. 

Interview Training at SnagAJob 

CHATõs Summer Calendar 

Day Camp   Jun 17th ð Aug 8th 
Camping Trip  June 20th-21st 
VA Beach Trip  July 1st 
Kingõs Dominion July 16th 
SB2Dub Camp  Aug 2nd ð 8th 

www.chatrichmond.org  

Check out the website all summer long 

for updates on our calendar and sched-

ule!  Find bios and weekly blogs from our 

college summer interns to see how they 

are impacting the neighborhood and 

growing in the community of Church Hill.  

Slip õn Slide! 

Church Hill Activities and TutoringChurch Hill Activities and Tutoring  
Opening Homes, Transforming Lives, Rebuilding Communities

Slip õn Slide into Summer õ09 

www.chatrichmond.org 

info@chatrichmond.org 

(804) 236-4964 
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ACADEMY: YEAR IN  REVIEW 
As Church Hill Academy celebrates the end of its second 
year, we, as the staff, are overwhelmed by Godõs provision. 
It has truly been a great year. Looking back, the highlights 
are numerous. Traveling to Appalachian State University in 
North Carolina and staying with college students, finding 
the DNA in bananas while completing a biology lab at a 
Collegiate High school, a local prep school, memorizing 
and reciting Patrick Henryõs famous òGive me liberty of 
give me deathó speech at historic St. 
Johnõs Church, or probably most 
memorable, witnessing the inauguration 
of our 44th president, Barack Obama in 
our nationõs capital and making the local 
Richmond news! Just as remarkable are 
the memories created in the classroom. 
For some of our students, this year 
marked their first year completely 
reading a novel, practicing for the SAT, 
or mastering balancing equations in 
Chemistry. Music lessons, slam poetry 
practice, and regular workouts at the 
YMCA also marked this successful year. 

The Church Hill Academy students have not only 
improved academically but also socially. They are emerging 
as the brightest leaders for the community through serving 
as mentors to younger students at CHAT, participating in 
the worship band at East End Fellowship, and landing 
leading roles as Street Leaders in CHATõs paid summer 
internship program. Without your consistent support, 
Church Hill Academy would not have been able to offer 

such an environment to these students. 
The same students who are 
transforming Church Hill are the ones 
who were forgotten about and written 
off as students who òcould never learn 
to read,ó òwould never go to college,ó 
or òalways be a burden to society.ó The 
Academy students are certainly proving 
those allegations to be false. They are 
kind, diligent students who desire the 
best for their lives and their 
community. Thank you again for your 
partnership to allow them to believe in 
Godõs plan for their lives! 

What are you most proud of  What are you most proud of  

from this past school year?from this past school year?   

òBringing my homework 
everyday for the last nine 

weeksó -Imani 

òBeing the first person to 
make a ô100%õ in the   
geometry classó -Jared 

òHaving straight Aõs for 
the first time in my lifeó    

-Brandon 

òLearning to be myself and 
not care what other people 
think of meó -Clarissa 

Special Thanksé. 

To the Peter Paul Development Center, a local non-
profit that seeks to improve the East End of Richmond 
through a variety of holistic programs. Allowing Church 
Hill Academy to meet in their facility, use their classrooms, 
and provide meals for our staff and students everyday has 
been incredibly generous! We could not have had such a 
successful year without their facility and even more amaz-
ing staff. We 
look forward 
to the part-
nership next 
year as we 
continue    
to serve 
Richmondõs 
East End. 
Thank you 
again for 
everything! 

Academy teachers Dan Fisher and Taylor Winters with students     
Essence and Brandon outside of the Peter Paul Development Center. 

Academy students Imani, Steven and Clarissa 
with Mrs. Jones, the wonderful member of the 

kitchen staff that prepared lunch everyday. 


