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Mergers and Acquisitions: A Letter From the CEO 
  

 In January of this year, CHAT and Church Hill Academy (CHA) merged as organizations.  
What does this mean?  Well, for the most part, not a lot.  It simply means that we are choosing to be on 
paper what we have been in the community for quite some time, a unified group of people seeking to 
transform our inner-city community.  This move helps simplify the paperwork and overhead associated 
with running each organization.  This also means you no longer get a newsletter from just CHAT (relating 
to afterschool tutoring) or CHA (relating to the private high school).  Instead, you get to see what we see 
(or at least what I see).  What do I see?  A group of talented people mobilizing their gifts to bring au-
thentic change to a hurting place. 

 So, I have covered the merger portion of this article.  Now, it is on to the ôacquisitionõ compo-
nent.  This is where I want to talk about our staff, something that I seldom do.  CHAT has about 10 staff 
people ranging from teachers to program directors to a finance director.  To me they represent the highest 
caliber of people that exist on this planet.  Ask yourself this, would you go out and raise your own support 
to live, work and die on behalf of children and families whom the general population has given up on?  Let 
me express to you that inner-city ministry is not like the movies.  It is grueling and painful.  In the movies, 
a little bit of work brings complete change and an inspirational story.  The truth, however, is that the prob-
lems facing the inner-city require serious people with the ability to persevere (far longer than hours, days, 
and even years) through the torrents of broken community.  Those people are my staff.  They are the 
greatest acquisition this community has ever experienced.   

 And so, I ask for two things.  First, I ask for your forgiveness.  I know that many of the readers 
of these letters are the parents, friends, and families of the men and women who serve alongside me every 
day.  I acquired these saints from you.   I am sure it was not your ôplanõ that they take their wonderful edu-
cations and end up making not much better than minimum wage serving a population that might not ever 
fully understand the gift they have been given.  However, the quality of my staffõs character is a direct re-
flection of your investment in them; therefore, you are also to blame for the sacrifices they are making in 
this neighborhood.    Second, I ask that you encourage them.  One would think that they would be 
constantly surrounded by words of affirmation for the ways they daily live out their faith in this commu-
nity.  They live out their faith in ways that most people choose not to.  And they do it on a daily basis.  
However, more than often they are met with criticism (which they gladly accept) from people who do not 
understand the realities that they face.  Despite these criticisms, these folks are faithfully driving groups of 
kids camping, grading papers or setting up SAT prep.  So, encourage them, be proud of them, get behind 
them.  If they can produce even one child with the same character and faith that they possess (and they 
already have), then the future of Church Hill is looking bright. 

     Percy Strickland 

     CEO 
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HHHISTORYISTORYISTORY   INININ   THETHETHE   MMMAKINGAKINGAKING   
òI felt like I was walking through the history books,ó 
Clarissa, one of the Church Hill Academy students explained 
after returning from her trip to Washington, DC to be a part 
of the inauguration of President Barak Obama. As a reward 
trip, students traveled to our nationõs capital to witness 
history in the making. Waking up at 3am, taking the metro, 
and anxiously waiting on the lawn of the National Mall, the 
students and chaperones braved the freezing temperatures 
and large crowds to cheer our new president into office. For 
many of our students, watching President Obamaõs dreams 
come true inspired them to follow their own dreams and not 
let any obstacle hold them back. At the right, one Academy 
student, Steven and the Academyõs biology teacher, Mr. 
Telsey, smile after watching Obama get sworn into office. 

Ben and Steven welcome in the new PresidentBen and Steven welcome in the new President   

 

*  DaVinciõs restaurant in Church Hill for provid-
ing discounted pizzas to celebrate CHATõs birthday. 

*  Percyõs extended family from Spiveyõs Corner, 
NC who brought a pig, hush puppies, mud pies, 
and more to host a Pig Pickinõ for the Church Hill 
community. 

*  Brian Brown who provided the legal assistance 
for our merger. 

*   Commonwealth Chapel for hosting our òI 
Have A Dreamó event. 

*  Dylan Pritchett, Ashley Hall, and Betsy Hart 

for their roles in hosting CHATõs 1st ever storytel-

ling event at Bill Robinson Theatre. 

* Thanks to all who continue to support CHAT 

financially in the midst of the current state of the 

economy.  The merger does not affect whom 

you make donations payable to or where you 

send support.  A donation can still be made pay-

able to CHAT or Church Hill Academy with indi-

vidual or project donations listed on the memo line. 

I HI HI HAVEAVEAVE   AAA   DDDREAMREAMREAM   
Forty-six years ago, Dr. Martin Luther King delivered his famous 
speech at the Lincoln Memorial. It has inspired millions to still dream 
of a better tomorrow for themselves, their families, and their 
communities. CHAT participants did just 
that the night of February 6th for the 
second annual òI Have A Dreamó Event. 
Joined by the Youth Life Foundation of 
Richmond, CHAT tutoring and Academy 
participants delivered their own dream 
speeches. Saquane, a 9th grader at the 
Church Hill Academy (pictured at right 
with his teacher Taylor Winters), 
proclaimed his dream to graduate high 
school like his mother, attend college to study psychology, and work as 
a counselor. For many of the youth in the Church Hill neighborhood, 
dreams are pushed aside with the harsh reality of the challenges that lie 
ahead. This was  noted in one youthõs dream to ònot have to worry 
about eviction, drugs, violence, and gangs in my neighborhood.ó To 
celebrate their dreams, embrace them, and commit to seeing those 
dreams turn into reality is something we are happy to take on. Thank 
you for your support that allows the dreams of our neighborhood 
youth to be heard and fulfilled. 

CHAT & Youth Life come together for the DREAM event at Commonwealth ChapelCHAT & Youth Life come together for the DREAM event at Commonwealth Chapel  

Special Thanks! 


